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* What Is Forest Certification?
* What does it involve?
 Consultation and participation
 Discussion



What 1s ‘Forest Certification’?

* Independent assessment of a forest
against a defined, documented national
standard (in the UK, UK Woodland
Assurance Scheme — UKWAS)

* Performance based assessment — have
to meet a certain level of performance

e Main scheme 1s ‘Forest Stewardship
Council’ (FSC)
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~ management of the
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What does certification do?

« ldentifies well managed forests and
their products

 Provides consumers with independent
assurance of the sources of forest
products



What does
certification
Involve?



The Basic Process:

» Application - to a ‘certification body’
 Initial Review and contact
e Consultation — minimum 1 month

« Assessment of compliance with
standard

e Decision
 If successful, certificate 1ssued
« Annual monitoring visits



What does certification involve?

= There are two main elements to FSC
forest certification:

» Document review, management

plans, procec

ures etc.

 Resource ma

nagement Inspection:

Implementation
e Stakeholder consultation covers both

these areas



What does certification involve?

= For forest certification:

e An assessor conducts a document
review, stakeholder consultation and
physical inspection of the resource

* [nspection conducted using FSC
recognised national standard
(UKWAS)

* [nspection takes 3-5 days
« Annual monitoring VisIts



Forest Stewardship Councill
Principles and Criteria

. Compliance with 6. Environmental impact
laws and FSC 7. Management plan

Principles s
. Tenure and use rights 8. Monitoring and
assessment

and responsibilities

. Indigenous peoples’ 9. Maintenance of High
rights Conservation Value

. Community relations ~ forests
and worker’s rights ~ 10. Plantations

. Benefits from the
forest



FSC Standards interpreted Into
National Standards

HOME

Welcome to UKWAS

the UK woodland assurance standard

ABDUT US NEWS & EVENTS THE STANDARD

It i= my pleasure to welcome you to the LUKWAS
website.

The UK Woodland Assurance Standard is an
independent certification standard for wverifying
sustainable woodland management in the United

Kingdom.

The UKWAS is not a certification scheme but
uniguely, it iz designed to provide a single common
standard for use within those forest certification
programmes that operate in the UK; these
programmes provide a way to assure buyers and
users that wood and wood products come from
sustainably managed woodlands.

The UK's forestry sector and its stakeholders chose to develop and publish

UKWAS

uk woodland assurance standard

UKWAS REVISION
Keep up to date with developments

Click here for more >>

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

For further information please contact
Fiona Angier at our Support Unit:

UEWAS

39 George Strest
Edinburgh

EHZ 21G

United Kingdom

1240 1411
ort Lnit

Registered Mo 199337, at above
address.

UKWAS wishes to acknowledge the
financial support of English Nature



The UK Woodland Assurance Standard

Second Edition
(Amended Novemnber 2006l




3.1 Assessment of environmental impacts
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MP
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Requirement

The epsironmental imp3a Cts of new :II-IF'IF-:. and ather woodland
olans shall be assessed bafore -|:-—r3t+. ns are iImplemeantad

N 3 manner approprigte 1o the scale of the oparations and the
sansivity of the sha.

Means of verification

All woodlands:

& '-.-1I-IF-E|-;E"I'|':-'||Z [EEnn I'|; diozurmeantation

¢ Documentad amonmants Impsct sesassment of
,.|._|:| opriate Assessmant’ whare such hias bean reguestad LT
tha FC or DARD.,

Non-SLIM woodlands:
¥ _-E';-F:||'I [ |. _

« Documented ervircnmentsl appraisals

L i ice

Dapanding on sc3le and sensitivity the
Fssessment of environmental Impacts may be:

= Brlef em@monmental sppraissls for planting or
falling which might affact sites recognised for
cuthursd, landscape, hyorological o ecological
valua

+ Ecological assessments of anclent sami
natural woodland snd projections of thair
responsa to management and natura
PrOCEsses

= Specific assassments for unusual and/on
extansie oparstions

= Speclallst aovica on Impacts of woodiand
aperations on rare o vulnerable spacles of
specisl sRes

= Speclallst acvica on the mpact of woodliand
aperations on archaeological sitas and
landscapes

= Checks against relevant UK Blodversity Action
Fian Habitat Action Plans [HAPS) and Specias
Action Pians (SAPS).




Consultation and
Participation



Two Main Elements:

 Consultation during the assessment
* Requirements of UKWAS



Consultation during the
assessment

A minimum of 1 month before the
assessment, consultation requests will be
sent to relevant stakeholders, and taken into
consideration during the assessment

» The assessors will be looking for
compliance with the standards, and
stakeholders usually raise issues where they
feel standards are not being met



Requirements of UKWAS

« UKWAS has a specific section (7) titled
“The Community’



7 The community

.1 Consultation

MP BFAN

Requirement

4] Local peopla and reksvant organisations and Interast Qroups
shall ba made aware that:

= Mewr or revizsed ma "I-E-g-EITE'F'I FII-EIFI'I|"IQ documentation, 3=
specifiad under section 2.1.1, Is being produced

= A newy of restsad FC or DARD schemsa appiication snd
associated docurments are avallable Tor Inspecticn

« High Impact oparations are planned
« The woodiand Is being evaluated for cartification.

) The ownesfmanager shall ensure that there Is full co-operation
with FC or DARD consultation processas. The ownedimanageds
shall consult adequataly with local people and ralevant

orgarisations and make a reasonable response to Issuas
ralsed or requests for ongoing disiogue and engagament.

At baast 20 days shall be aliowed for paople to respond o
notices, lettars or meetings before cartification.

Means of verification
All wioodlands:
= Caonsultation whh BC or DaRD

= Evidence that wsers of the woodiand are informed sbout high
Impact operalions {e.0. signs, lattars or ofher appropriata maans).

iGudanice

The owyner shoukd be able o justity the leved of
corsultation and the cartification authartty wil
00k for cormoborating evidence.

Exampias of methods for making local people
and relevant -EI'QEI'"E-H}I]'IE awara Inchuda:

w

*

*

Stafutory consulations by the FC or DARD or
woluntary consurtation with relevant bodies

Latters to Individuals oF groups

Temporary of permanent signs In of near the
affected woodland

Imformation I iocal FENA SEEDETE: OF other
publcations

Mesatings
Inmternat
Motification ta curators of archaeoiogy

Other spproprigte mathos.,

The cartifier Is slso coliged to consult with
relevant staksholdars and may be sbie to supply
3 st of those to consult, or work with the
ownaerfmanager on a co-ondinatad approach 1o
consultation.



UKWAS Section 7

7.1 Consultation

7.2 Woodland access and recreation
Including traditional and permissive use
rights

7.3 Rural Economy
7.4 Minimising adverse impacts



