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• What is Forest Certification?

• What does it involve?

• Consultation and participation

• Discussion



What is ‘Forest Certification’?

• Independent assessment of a forest 
against a defined, documented national 
standard (in the UK, UK Woodland 
Assurance Scheme – UKWAS)

• Performance based assessment – have 
to meet a certain level of performance

• Main scheme is ‘Forest Stewardship 
Council’ (FSC)



FSC Promotes:
• Environmentally 

appropriate, socially 

beneficial and 

economically viable

management of the 

world’s forests.



What does certification do?

• Identifies well managed forests and 

their products

• Provides consumers with independent 

assurance of the sources of forest 

products



What does 

certification 

involve?



The Basic Process:

• Application  - to a ‘certification body’

• Initial Review and contact

• Consultation – minimum 1 month

• Assessment of compliance with 

standard 

• Decision

• If successful, certificate issued

• Annual monitoring visits



What does certification involve?

 There are two main elements to FSC 
forest certification:

• Document review, management 
plans, procedures etc.

• Resource management inspection: 
implementation

• Stakeholder consultation covers both 
these areas



What does certification involve?

 For forest certification:

• An assessor conducts a document 

review, stakeholder consultation and 

physical inspection of the resource

• Inspection conducted using FSC 

recognised national standard 

(UKWAS)

• Inspection takes 3-5 days

• Annual monitoring visits



Forest Stewardship Council
Principles and Criteria

1. Compliance with 
laws and FSC 
Principles

2. Tenure and use rights 
and responsibilities

3. Indigenous peoples’ 
rights

4. Community relations 
and worker’s rights

5. Benefits from the 
forest

6. Environmental impact

7. Management plan

8. Monitoring and 

assessment

9. Maintenance of High 

Conservation Value 

forests

10. Plantations 



FSC Standards interpreted into 

National Standards - UKWAS







Consultation and 

Participation



Two Main Elements:

• Consultation during the assessment

• Requirements of UKWAS



Consultation during the 

assessment

• A minimum of 1 month before the 

assessment, consultation requests will be 

sent to relevant stakeholders, and taken into 

consideration during the assessment

• The assessors will be looking for 

compliance with the standards, and 

stakeholders usually raise issues where they 

feel standards are not being met



Requirements of UKWAS

• UKWAS has a specific section (7) titled 

‘The Community’





UKWAS Section 7

• 7.1 Consultation

• 7.2 Woodland access and recreation 

including traditional and permissive use 

rights

• 7.3 Rural Economy

• 7.4 Minimising adverse impacts


